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uly 9: The US government publicly warned Haiti's military-led government and its political
opposition leaders that it will cut off US economic aid if either group permits "a perversion of the
democratic process" on the way to an elected government. Separate statements by US Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State Richard Holwill and Assistant Secretary of State Elliott Abrams
emphasized that the United States will back the provisional ruling council led by Lt. Gen. Henri
Namphy as long as it sticks to its promise to hold elections this year. Holwill warned that any
radical change in the three-man council, such as that sought by an opposition coalition that has
led a national strike, would prompt at least a suspension and review of US aid. He said that in any
government changeover "there has to be some degree of continuity," but did not specify which
officials would have to remain on the council to ensure US support. In Haiti, the US threat to cut
off aid is seen as its most potent tool of diplomacy. Haiti is receiving more than $100 million in
economic assistance this year or 20% of its national budget. In a sermon delivered at a symbolic
funeral for 23 individuals killed in confrontations with police during the previous week of protests
against the government, Auxiliary Bishop for Port au Prince, Josephy LaFontant, condemned the
authorities for the killings. He called on the government to accept responsibility for the political
crisis, and offer "due compensation" to the families of the dead. July 10: An estimated 20,000
to 25,000 Haitians demonstrated in Port au Prince, calling for the removal of the military-led
provisional government of Lt. Gen. Henri Namphy. The protest dwindled during the afternoon
before being broken up by tear gas at the National Palace, seat of the government. Fears of violence,
which would risk re-escalating the political crisis, were not realized. Both the authorities and the
ad hoc opposition committee that has led 12 days of nationwide protest appeared to hold back
from moves that would risk confrontation. Authorities kept police and troops in their posts, while
the protest organizers directed their march at the city hall rather than the National Palace or
Army headquarters. A major theme in protest slogans was opposition to the United States, which
on July 9 emphasized its support for Namphy if he holds to his promise of free elections for a
government to be installed next February. The demonstrators, mostly young people from the city's
poor neighborhoods, shouted "Down with America" and condemned US "imperialism." The protest
leaders rejected US government statements that the Namphy government is committed to free
elections. "The Americans believe you have a democratic process whenever you have elections,"
said protest leader Victor Benoit. Benoit said Haitians have no confidence in elections planned
by Namphy, and would boycott any such vote. After the main rally ended, more than a thousand
protesters marched spontaneously to the National Palace and taunted soldiers on guard. When a
protester threw a wreath commemorating the 23 killed during Haiti's current political crisis into a
guard house, troops launched tear gas grenades, dispersing the crowd. Leaders of three political
parties called on Haitians to participate in an indefinite strike "until the government falls," to begin
July 11. The call to strike was issued by Sylvio Claude of the Christian Democrat party; Bernard
Sansarico, National Peoples Party; and, Yves Volel, Christian Democrat Group Party. The ad hoc
opposition committee leading the anti-government protests refused to comment on the three
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leaders' manifesto. The committee consists of 57 political, religious, labor and civic organizations.
(Basic data from several reports by PRENSA LATINA, WASHINGTON POST, AGENCE FRANCE
PRESSE)
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